Accepted 16 March 1983 haemoglobin concentration was 10-9 g/dl, white cell count (WCC) 9-2x 109/l (77% neutrophils), and erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR) 70 mm in one hour. Sputum was positive for acid fast bacilli on direct smear but urine was negative. A mycobacterial infection was diagnosed and treatment was started with ethambutol, rifampicin, and isoniazid.
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Despite nine months of treatment, the patient failed to improve clinically and continued to lose weight (8 kg between January and December 1981). The sputum remained positive for acid fast bacilli on direct smear and the chest radiograph showed progression of the apical shadowing to the left midzone. 
